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SWINE FLU VACCINE 'BY SEPETEMBER' 


The first swine flu vaccines are likely to be licensed for use in the general population in September, the World Health Organization has announced. Several manufacturers have produced initial batches of a H1N1 vaccine and some clinical trials are already underway. WHO director of vaccine research Dr Marie-Paule Kieny also sought to calm fears about safety of new vaccines. She said the vaccines were based on "old and proven technology". Figures show continuing rises in cases in the southern hemisphere in the past seven days. Argentina has particularly seen a large increase and deaths now stand at 337. And there has been a rise in cases of 25% in Australia. 


Although it has not yet been clarified who would be first in line for a vaccine, it is likely to be those who are most vulnerable, such as pregnant women and young children. Some experts have raised concerns about the lack of safety data on flu vaccines in these groups. In particular a very rare neurological condition called Guillame Barre syndrome, which affected 500 people during a US vaccine programme against swine flu in 1976. Dr Kieny said much was known about flu vaccines in these groups from seasonal vaccines given every winter and added that regulatory agencies would be monitoring for any signs of adverse reaction. "The quality controls on today's vaccine are much better than they were 30 years ago," she added. 


Regulators in the US and Europe have special plans in place to fast-track swine flu vaccines, some of which are based on conventional seasonal flu vaccines and some which use newer technology. Clinical trials are already underway in China, Australia, USA, UK, and Germany. It comes as drug company, Baxter, has announced the production of the first commercial batches of its swine flu vaccine Celvapan. The vaccine has been grown using cell culture, a much faster method than the traditional way of growing it in eggs. Baxter is one of two companies contracted to provide pandemic flu vaccine to the UK, the other being GlaxoSmithKline, and both plan to start clinical trials this month. One key part of the trials is to work out whether people need one or two doses of the vaccine. Ministers have repeatedly said they expect to have enough doses for half the UK population by the end of the year. 

(BBC News, 06 August, 2009)

1. According to the text, The World Health Organization

a) Sought to stress fears about safety of new vaccines.

b) Announced a new vaccine last September.

c) Announced the use and safety of new vaccines before September.

d) Is likely to license the first swine flu vaccines in September.

e) Dismissed the director of vaccine research in September.

2. The author says that the first to be in line for a vaccine may be

a) Pregnant ladies and young kids.

b) Young children and a pregnant woman.

c) Pregnant women and seasonal children.

d) Vulnerable kids and young men.

e) The affected 500 people.

3. Figures show continuing rises in cases and deaths now

a) Are over 25% in Australia.

b) Reached 337 in Argentina.

c) Decreased at 337 in Argentina.

d) Stand up to 337 in Australia.

e) Largely increase to over 337 in Argentina.

4. UK Ministers have said, by the end of the year, they

a) Expect to have enough doses for half their population.

b) Expect to have enough doses for half the world population.

c) Expect to sell enough doses for the UK population.

d) Expect to grow enough doses for the UK population.

e) Expect to grow enough vaccines for the whole UK population.

5. The text supports all of the following statements EXCEPT

a) Swine flu vaccine Celvapan has been grown using cell culture.

b) The traditional way has growing the vaccine in eggs.

c) Baxter is the company contracted to provide pandemic flu.

d) Baxter and GlaxoSmithKline plan to start clinical trials in August.

e) Two companies were contracted to provide pandemic flu vaccine.

6. The more appropriate translation for the word "trials", line 18, is _____________________

7. An antonym for the word "much better", line 14, is

a) Much bad 

b) Much worst

c) Very worse

d) Much worse

e) Much well

8. The best words to complete the sentence "Vaccine researcher described _________ _________   ___________” are

a) The figures - in the health seminar – last week 

b) Last week – in the health seminar – the figuring

c) In the health seminar – last week – the figures

d) The figures – last week – in the health seminar

e) The figures – last week – in the seminar health

9. The best answer for the question "Did Baxter announce the production of the first commercial batches of its vaccine?" is

a) No, they haven’t.

b) No, it haven’t.

c) No, it not announced.

d) Yes, it did.

e) Yes, she did.

10. The pronoun "it", line 21, refers to

a) Vaccine

b) Culture

c) Cell

d) Method

e) Company










