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CAN AN AFRICAN TEAM WIN THE 2010 WORLD CUP? 


Close your eyes and try to imagine the scenes of jubilation across Africa if a team from the continent were to win the 2010 World Cup. A celebration like no other, one billion people reveling in one of the greatest sporting and cultural achievements. For the first time in its 80-year history, football's blue riband competition is coming to the world's poorest and most underdeveloped land. How better to mark the occasion than with a first African champion? 


"Winning the World Cup would be one of the proudest moments in the history of that country and our continent as a whole," former South Africa striker Shaun Bartlett told BBC Sport. "Every African nation has its internal problems but football can do wonders for people and nations, which is a huge incentive." Nobody is saying it is going to happen but the groundswell of opinion suggests South Africa 2010 is the best opportunity yet. 


Unperturbed by his 1977 prediction that an African side would triumph by the end of the 20th century, Brazil legend Pele genuinely believes it can occur next year. His namesake Abedi Pele, a former Ghana international, and Liberian George Weah, two of the greatest players to emerge from Africa and still highly influential figures within the game, are equally convinced. 


Not only are the six African representatives competing on home soil but they will benefit from an advantage that the likes of Brazil, Argentina, Italy, France, Spain, Germany and England will never have - the support of an entire continent. The fact that no African team has gone beyond the quarter-finals does not bode well and they will be praying that Friday's draw treats them kindly. 


African nations have been punching above their weight for some time, their progress severely hampered by poverty and a lack of resources. After battling against the odds for so long, who would begrudge one of their captains holding aloft the Jules Rimet trophy at Soccer City on 11 July 2010? 







(BBC News, 02 December, 2009)

1. According to the text, winning the 2010 World Cup

a) Would benefit the European communities for competing on home soil.

b) Would provide the triumph of Brazil legend Pele.

c) Would represent one of the greatest achievements for African continent. 

d) Would prevent the former South Africa striker Shaun Bartlett for being proud.

e) Would wonder for the nation to solve poverty problems.

2. The text supports the following statements EXCEPT

a) African team has gone beyond the quarter-finals once.

b) The six African representatives will be competing on home ground.

c) The six African representatives will be supported by the entire continent.

d) The six African representatives will be benefited by playing at home land.

e) Europeans and South American Countries won’t be playing on home soil.

3. Shaun Bartlett is

a) A reporter from BBC Sport News.

b) A farmer from African nations.

c) A striker report at BBC Sport.

d) A South African player.

e) A whole striker continent.

4. The development of African nations has been 

a) Tied down by privation.

b) Hampered by battle progress.

c) Punched above by huge resources.

d) Punched above by their great progress.

e) Triumphed by the end of the 20th century.

5. The pronoun "their" line 21, refers to

a) Resources.

b) The odds.

c) Jules Rimet.

d) African nations.

e) Captains.

6. The best answer for the question "Can an African team win the 2010 world cup?" is

a) Yes, it is.

b) Yes, it can.

c) No, they don’t can.

d) No, it doesn’t can.

e) No, it not can.

7. The more appropriate translation for the word ¨"support", line 17, is __________________

8. In the sentence "the groundswell of opinion suggests South Africa 2010 is the best opportunity yet", the word "groundswell" means

a) Decreasing.

b) Well in the ground.

c) Expansion.

d) Ground is doing well.

e) Reduction.

9. An antonym for the word "begrudge", line 20, is

a) Be reluctant to give.

b) Be disposed to grant.

c) Envious

d) Envy

e) Be reluctant to offer.

10. The best word order to complete the sentence “African nations have gotten  _______________   ____________________   ________________” is

a) In the last three years – from the banks – large loans.

b) In the last three years – large loans – from the banks.

c) From the banks – large loans – in the last three years.

d) Large loans – in the last three years – from the banks.

e) Large loans – from the banks – in the last three years.










