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Forest Footprints

          Consumers around the world are driving the destruction of the vital tropical ecosystems. According to Andrew Mitchell they are “eating” the rainforests.

          A new report by Forest Footprint Disclosure reveals for the first time how global business is driving rainforests to destruction in order to provide things for you and me to eat. But it also reveals what companies are doing to try to lighten their forest footprint. The answer is: not much, at least not yet.

          Consumers “eat” rainforests each day – in the form of beef-burgers, bacon and beauty products – but without knowing it. The deliver mechanism is a global supply chain with its feet in the forests and its hands in the till.

           Because of growing demand for beef, soy and palm oil, which are in much of what we consume, as well as timber and biofuels, rainforests are worth more cut down than standing up. Governments, which claim to own 70% of them, create prosperity for their nations through this process, but poor forest communities need their forests for energy and food.

          The report shows that the European Union is the largest importer of soy in the world, much of it coming from Brazil. It also shows that after China, the EU is the biggest importer of palm oil in the world.

          Soy provides cheap food to fatten our pigs and chickens, while palm oil is in everything from cakes and cookies, to that fine moisturiser you gently rub into your cheeks in the morning. 

          Thousands of square miles of rainforest natural capital is going up in smoke each year, often illegally, to provide pastureland for just one cow per hectare to supply beef for hungry Brazilians or more prosperous mouths in China and India.

          We know that burning tropical forests drives global warming faster than the world’s entire transport sector; there will be no solution to climate change without stopping deforestation. 

          Thus, losing forests may undermine food, energy and climate security. Saving them can reduce environmental costs by $3.5 trillion per year. Let us not forget the 1.4bn people, many of them the world’s poorest, who depend on these forests for their survival and who cannot afford to lose them, even if we can.

                                                                                          (Andrew Mitchell, BBC News, March 7, 2010)

1. What does the text mainly discuss?

a)  The destruction of the vital tropical ecosystems.

b)  The global warming.

c)  The Amazon rainforest.

d)  The environmental cost.

e)  The climate changes.

2. According to the text, poor forest communities use the forests to get

a)  Profit.

b)  Global business.

c)  Food and energy.

d)  Chickens. 

e)  Cakes and cookies.

3. It is said that the European Union

a)  Uses soy to fatten the pigs.

b)  Is the largest importer of soy in the world.

c)  Destroys the world.

d)  Supplies the supermarkets.

e)  Consumes beef-burgers.

4. The text supports all of the following statements EXCEPT

a) Thousands of miles of rainforest is going up in smoke each year.

b) Palm oil is used in cakes and cookies.

c) The rainforests are being cut down to provide beef-burgers.

d) Brazil does not export soy and palm oil to the world.

e) China is the biggest importer of palm oil in the world.

5. A synonym for “is going up in smoke”, line 19, is

a)  Is going to be.

b)  Was burned.

c)  Did smoke.

d)  Will be  burned.

e)  Is being burned.

6. The pronoun “it”, line 15, refers to

a)  Report.

b)  EU.

c)  World.

d)  Brazil.

e)  Soy.

7. The pronoun “them”, line 24, refers to

a)  Europeans.

b)  Forests.

c)  Brazilians.

d)  Mouths.

e)  China and India.

8. The most appropriate translation for the word “chain”, line 08, is

a) Corrente.

b) Quadro.

c) Organização.

d) Cadeia.

e) Grupo.

9. The pronoun “who”, line 26,  refers to _______________________ .

10. The best words to complete the sentence “Rainforests are being ________, _______ things ____________________”, are

a) planted   -  to provide    -   food.

b) destroyed  -  to offer  -  to see.

c) provided  -  to plant    -  to cut.

d) cut down  -  to plant   -  to work.

e) cut down  -  to provide  -  to eat.










